Day 1 took us through Sheffield and into Derbyshire, took a wrong turn and ended up on the wrong route, but managed to get back on track after avoiding a collision with a deer bounding across the A61for the lunch stop in the very hilly Derbyshire countryside, arrived in Nottingham in time to be featured live on Look North at around 6pm after approx 92 miles.  

Day 2 took us on a very pleasant route to Milton Keynes, another 90 miles and arrived there just after 5pm.  Day 3 – an early(7.30) start - Royal Wedding day, I stayed at the back of the group to help a fellow rider (Jason) who was suffering with an injured knee, again we did get lost but thanks to sat nav on the iphone, we eventually arrived at Tower bridge at 4pm.  A quick re-fuel and I tagged on the back of another group while Jason hitched a lift on the Support Van – arrive at Gatwick at 7.15pm – a long day.

As a result of tight timing schedules and a rather hilly route, we were told in the morning by Town's Commercial Director Sean Jarvis that they would be heading along the A23 direct to Brighton.

 

So, at 10am we set off and headed towards the A23. However, following five minutes on the road news spread that the Blue team - lead by Sean Jarvis - had taken a wrong turn and were heading north on the M23!  Luckily, the excellent support team were on the case and quickly guided the blue team onto the A road and back on course. 

By 1pm, all the riders who had set off from the hotel three hours earlier had arrived at the stop, ready for the final two mile ride to the Withdean Stadium including Dean Hoyle the ‘Town’ Chairman and Jason McCartney the local MP.

 

A quick re-fuelling stop was taken before Sean Jarvis issued some last minute instructions and then the riders were back on the road with a police escort.

 

The Town fans that had arrived at the Withdean early formed a 'Guard of Honour' for us  as we  rolled into the Ground to a raucous of noise at 1.15pm. Despite probably thinking we had done enough cycling for a life time, they jumped back on our bikes and performed a lap of honour around the Withdean's pitch.

 

At this moment in time we don't know how much money has been raised by the 168 brave souls, but we estimate that over £150,000 will have been raised for the 'Keep it Up' campaign including my contribution of around £800 – many thanks to all who contributed (there is still time to add to the pot – go to http://www.justgiving.com/keep-it-up)

 

The ride has gained massive TV exposure on TV with BBC Look North, Late Kick-Off and ITV’s Calendar programme all running features. Prime Minister David Cameron also congratulated the cyclists at PM Question time after being asked about the ride in Prime Minister’s question time by MP Jason McCartney – who was one of the 168 cyclists!

It was a great experience and of the 171 who started, 168 made it to Brighton and it’s success was all down to the level of mutual support and encouragement from everyone on the trip.  

 
